
Important Changes and Our Response to COVID-19 

We would like to express our sincere appreciation for your support in the 18th AP Conference. Your 

contribution has been of enormous value to us. The submission deadline has been extended till July 

20 to accommodate those who may have wished to participate but been hesitant because of the 

uncertainties. Please take notice of the following: 

IMPORTANT CHANGES 

1. Participate “onsite” or “online”: We will allow participants to switch from “onsite” to

“online” depending on their circumstances. You can rest assured that you can participate and

receive an electronic certificate of participation regardless of your situation.

2. Reduced registration fee: In view of the inconvenience the participants may experience by

the way this year’s conference is held, the registration fee has been reduced by half.

Since the situation revolving around COVID-19 is stable in Beppu City at present, we are looking to 

hold the conference on APU campus. However, it is uncertain when and to what extent the pandemic 

may spread in Japan or affect Beppu City, or when the university may be closed. 

Given the uncertainties surrounding travel restrictions and government responses due to COVID-19, 

we understand that participants’ plans may be subject to change beyond their control, and have thus 

offered an online option for those who may not be able to travel to our campus. 

Please note that by online, we do not mean all the online participants will be able to present through 

Zoom. Some individual online participants may not be placed in panels, in which case their 

participation will take the form of uploading their presentation materials on our conference website. 

We will send you a notification of results after the screening with other necessary information in early 

August. In the mean time, please refer to the attached document for details. 

Outline 

If the circumstances prevent the keynote speaker (Dr. Ivohasina Fizara RAZAFIMAHEFA) from 

travelling to APU as of July 30, the keynote speech will be conducted online. According to the 

degree of the COVID-19 spread around the world, the eventual response will likely be a combination 

of “onsite” and “online.” Please take notice that there remains a possibility that the conference may 

turn fully online under great threats of COVID-19. 



Onsite on APU campus Fully online conference 

Opening Session Onsite at APU Zoom meeting/Live streamed 

Keynote Speech Onsite at APU Zoom meeting/Live streamed 

Panel Sessions Onsite at APU Presentations or papers to be posted on AP 

Conference website.  

Only a selected number of panel(s) will be 

held by Zoom meeting/Live streamed * 

*Selected panel(s) to be decided by the AP Conference Secretariat 

Date  

There is a possibility that the AP Conference may be held on only one day (Saturday, November 14, 

2020). 

Panel Sessions 

The time slots for the panel sessions will be announced at a later date.  

Domestic participants: those who wish to switch from “onsite” to “online” are requested to contact 

the conference secretariat by email with the subject “online participation” by August 31.  

Overseas participants: those who are residing in countries from which travel restrictions to Japan are 

not lifted as of August 31 will be considered as online participants.  

Online participants are requested to submit their presentation materials (presentation slides or papers 

in PDF format) by September 30. The presentation materials of all presenters may be uploaded on the 

AP Conference website in the case of a fully online conference. 

*In principle, APU individual participants will participate at APU Campus.

Best Paper Award (for graduate students) 

For this year only, those who cannot present in person may still be considered. Registration Fee 

(revised) 

The fee has been reduced and remains the same irrespective of whether a participant presents in person 

or remotely. Instead, lunch and dinner are not covered by the fee and therefore need to be borne by 

those who participate in person. Please note that once paid, the fee will be non-refundable under any 

circumstances. The payment deadline is August 31.  

Non-APU participants: ¥6,000 (normally ¥12,000) 

Non-APU students:  ¥3,000 (normally ¥6,000) 

APU participants:   ¥3,000 (normally ¥6,000)  

APU students:  ¥0 



Lunch, Dinner and Refreshments 

The buffet style will be avoided for both lunch and dinner, and participants will be served as normal 

APU cafeteria users.  

Certificate of Participation 

Certificates will be sent electronically to all participants after the conference. 

Accommodation, transportation and other related expenses 

The cancellation fee for airplane tickets or accommodation (including expenses which may arise from 

quarantines) are the responsibility of each participant.  

Precautionary Measures 

Disinfectant will be placed at multiple locations on campus. Other precautionary measures will be 

taken as per the guidelines stipulated by the university.  

Upcoming Schedule 

Date Action 

Early August Abstract results notification and registration fee payment information 

August 21 Deadline: Graduate students’ full paper for Best Paper Award 

August 31 Deadline: Registration fee payment 

Decision to switch from “onsite” to “online” 

September 30 Deadline: Presentation/paper submission (online participants) 

September 30 Deadline: Visa support request 

November 14-15 AP Conference 


