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In order to graduate (to earn your bachelor’s degree), you must meet the following 
requirements. 
 
(a) To be enrolled for at least 4 full academic years 
The required length of years of study in the Joint Degree Program is 4 years. These 4 
years include 2 years of study at Ritsumeikan University and 2 years of study at 
American University. 
 
(b) To acquire the required number of credits from the stipulated course categories 
A minimum of 124 credits must be obtained. Please confirm the requirements to 
graduate before taking courses on your own. See p.13 “1.3 Curriculum Based on Time of 
Enrollment” to check how the curriculum applies to you. 
 
(c) Required number of credits which must be earned for all students 
A minimum of: 
RU: 59 or more credits taught at RU (excluding “First Year Seminar” which is taught at 
AU)  
AU: 63 or more credits taught at AU including “First Year Seminar”  
Notes: 
The credits awarded from the “First Year Seminar” (a Cohort Course at AU which is 
designated as a “course jointly designed”) are counted twice (as three credits taught at 
both AU and RU) for the purposes of calculating the credits taken at each institution. 
However, the number of credits awarded from “First Year Seminar” are only counted 
once (as three) for the purpose of calculating the total number of credits taken overall 
(i.e. they count as three (and not six) credits towards the 124 credit target and towards 
the First Year Seminar “course jointly designed”) within the 124 required credit total. 
 
(d) To have a minimum 2.0 overall GPA (as calculated by AU) at the time of graduation. 
 
 
 
 



AU Core Requirements 
Courses Minimum Credits School 

American University Experience I (AUx1) 11.5 credits AU American University Experience II (AUx2) 11.5 credits  
Complex Problems 3 credits AU 
Written Communication & Information Literacy I (W1) 

RU Home Students take Academic Skills courses as part of 
the W1 requirement 

3-15 credits AU &RU 

Written Communication & Information Literacy II (W2) 33 credits AU & RU 
Quantitative Literacy I (Q1) 3 credits AU 
Quantitative Literacy II (Q2) 33 credits AU 
Habits of Mind (HOM) Total of 116 credits AU & RU 

Creative-Aesthetic Inquiry 3 credits AU 
Socio-Historical Inquiry 3 credits AU & RU 
Ethical Reasoning 3 credits AU 
Natural-Scientific Inquiry 4 credits AU 
Cultural Inquiry 3 credits AU & RU 

Diversity & Equity (DIV) 33 credits RU 
Capstone 33 credits Home university 
 
Major Requirements  

Courses  Minimum Credits School 
Foundation Courses Total of 118 credits 

AU & RU 
Basic Economics 6 credits 
World Politics 3 credits 
Cohort Courses 6 credits 
International Economics 3 credits 
Foreign Language 3 credits 

AU & RU At least one of the following Japanese Language Courses at intermediate level or 
above (at AU or RU): Those with native level or equivalent Japanese ability are 
exempted from this requirement. 

JAPN-215 Intermediate Japanese II 
JAPN-314 Advanced Japanese I 
JAPN-315 Advanced Japanese II 
JAPN-490 Independent Research in Japanese  

AU 

Japanese II (Comprehensive)  
Japanese III (Comprehensive)  
Japanese IV (Comprehensive) 
Japanese V (Comprehensive) 
Japanese VI (Comprehensive) 

RU 

Research Methodology 66 credits AU & RU 
Thematic Areas Courses Total of 118 credits 

AU & RU 

Gateway  Global and Comparative Governance (GCG) 3 credits 
Identity, Race, Gender, and Culture (IRGC) 3 credits 
Peace, Global Security, and Conflict 
Resolution (PGSCR) 

3 credits 

Thematic 
Area 

Primary Thematic Area  
(one of GCG / IRGC / PGSCR selected by 6 credits  



Student) 
Secondary Thematic Area 
(one of GCG / IRGC / PGSCR selected by 

Student) 
3 credits 

Regional Focus (East Asia and Pacific Regional Focus) Total of  9 credits 
AU & RU 300-level or above held at AU, or 3000-level or above held at 

RU 
3 credits 

Capstone Project 3 credits AU & RU 
Elective (required for the major) 
Fulfilled with approved coursework 3 credits AU & RU 

Electives    

Courses School 
Fulfilled with approved coursework or Other Department Courses  AU & RU 
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